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GRACE ONLINE 
Grace Church sends announcements, inspiration and 
useful information several times a week via email.  If 
you would like to receive emails, please send your 

email address to secretary@graceumc.com   
 

On Facebook: 

GRACE : A UNITED METHODIST 
COMMUNITY    

———— 

On YouTube: 

Grace Church Dayton—archived and 
livestreamed worship services   

———— 

On Instagram:  #gracechurchdayton 
                    

November 2021 

                                 From the Pastor’s Desk  

For What Are You Thankful? 
By now, many of you know that I am a country person. I grew up on a family farm in Lake City, South Carolina. We listen to 
country music every morning when getting dressed for school. I cannot count the number of times I heard the song “I Love 
(Little Baby Ducks)” by Tom Hall. It was from his Album, “For the People in the Last Hard Town.”  
 

I love little baby ducks, old pick-up trucks, slow-moving trains, and rain 
I love little country streams, sleep without dreams, Sunday school in May and hay 
And I love you too 
 

I love leaves in the wind, pictures of my friends, birds in the world, and squirrels. 
I love coffee in a cup, little fuzzy pups, bourbon in a glass, and grass 
And I love you too 
 

I love honest, open smiles, kisses from a child, tomatoes on the vine, and onions 
I love winners when they cry, losers when they try, music when it’s good, and life 
And I love you too 

 

When I think of things, I am thankful for, these early school day memories flood my mind. I am sure those mornings were 
busy and not peaceful for my mother, who was getting four children ready for school, cooking breakfast, preparing lunch for 
dad, and heading to work 
 

We, the older children, tease the younger siblings about being spoiled. They did not experience living in a small farmhouse 
without running water and indoor plumbing. We were among some of the first families in our farming community to get 
indoor plumbing. We had an oil burning heater that did not heat the entire house;  there was no central heat and air, so 
mom warmed blankets to tuck us into bed on winter nights.  
 

The Christmas I was in sixth grade;  our gift was a new brick ranch-style home with all the modern-day amenities. Although 
we were in a new fancy home, it did not mean that early morning farm chores disappeared. My brother and I still had to get 
up at 5:30 a.m. on school days to have time to take a shower after attending to the animals, unless we wanted to go to 
school smelling like a pigsty.  
 

I am thankful for country living, loving parents, my grandparents, the old country church, and the rural community. I look 
forward to going home for the Thanksgiving holiday. Mom fixes our favorite meals. There is a noticeable void because my 
father died on December 10, 2010; however, the setting is still joyful. We count our blessings. God has been good to us.  
 

As I get older, I reflect upon the words Jeremiah declared to a  people in bondage differently. Jeremiah 29:11-12 (NIV)  
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 

 

Growing up on the farm, I never imagine being in the City of Dayton and leading a congregation. Providence has landed me 
here at the Grace UMC among a loving group of people who are becoming family for me, and I am grateful.                         
Happy Thanksgiving.                                                                                                                                                             ~Pastor Don 

Grace Men’s Breakfast Group 
November 17, 2021 at 7:30 a.m. 

Bob Evans Restaurant                                
(Woodman Drive & Rt. 35) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Grace Women’s Breakfast Group 
November 18, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. 

Panera Restaurant 
 Town and Country Shopping Center 

(Stroop and Far Hills) 

Grace Offices will be closed for  

Thanksgiving on Thursday & Friday,    

November 25th & 26th.   

Enjoy the holiday! 

FALL BACK!   
Daylight Savings Time ends on Sunday,             

November 7, 2021.  Set your clocks back one 

hour on Saturday night and we will see you at 

Grace on Sunday morning at 10:30am! 

ALL SAINTS DAY 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 @ 10:30 AM 

Plan to be at Grace UMC  for our All Saints Day Worship  

as we honor those who have passed during the last year. 

Please join us! 

LUNCH AND LEARN 
Sunday, November 7, 2021 @ 12:00 pm,  Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker: Rev. April Caperson, Director of Diversity & Inclusion, WOC  
 

 

Rev. April Casperson works with local congregations to help determine how the West 
Ohio Cultural Guides can work with Grace UMC to move into more vital, effective, healthy leadership and minis-
try. April will help the Grace congregation explore our options of becoming more intentional about hosting a 
conversation about culture, diversity, Christian identity, and outreach and using the IDI as an individual, leader-
ship team, or church group. Lunch will be provided by Dayton Cooks! . Please plan to attend! 



Grace in Mission 

HOPEful News 

“You are living proof that there are 
people that do care.” 

Testimony of a Writer 

“I got your letter today and thank you for 
making me feel like a person again. When 
I am at my lowest, you can bring me back 

up to the top.” 
 

Dick Todd was one of the first to begin writing 
when HOPE Letters launched at Grace in No-
vember 2018. He has had a vibrant corre-
spondence with two men since then. Dick 
joined us for our October meeting to share 
with us about his HOPE Letters experience, including these 
words quoted above from one of the men he writes. 
 

Dick also shared with us five things he has learned from his 
HOPE Letters experience over the past three years: 
 

     1. Relationships go only as deep as people are willing to con-
nect at deeper levels. We need to take the lead if that’s going to 
happen. I encourage you to find your own way, using your own 
voice, and responding to the person you’re writing to in your 
own way. 
 

     2. Incarcerted people desperately need people who genuine-
ly care. 
 

     3. Everyone we’re writing is a good person, a child of God. 
We need      to believe that and tell them that one way or an-
other in every letter. If you don’t believe that, you shouldn’t be 
writing in the first place. 
 

     4. Be patient. Let things grow naturally. Trust your instincts. 
It will come, as you allow it. 
 

     5. It is an absolute honor to befriend someone who is other-
wise shunned by society. 
 

How good it would be if Grace was the place in the community 
about which people would say: “You are living proof that there 
are people that do care.” As Dick said, “That’s what it’s all 
about— it’s about caring.” 
 

November 3 Meeting of H.O.P.E. Ministries 
 

We will meet in person at Grace on Wednesday, November 3 at 6:00 
p.m. with dinner provided by Dayton Cooks! Donations appreciated. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Amelia 
Jesus graphic used with permission, https://www.wesleybros.com 

Grace in Community 

CLIMATE JUSTICE! 
 

Tell Congress to Make 

Climate Justice a Priority. 

This Congress has the 

opportunity and respon-

sibility to address the 

ongoing climate crisis. 

We understand as United 

Methodists that “our covenant with God calls us to   stew-

ard, protect, and defend God’s creation” and to “advocate 

for policies rooted in justice and sustainability”. It is critical 

that we, as people of faith,  tell Congress that climate ac-

tion is a moral imperative. Contact your Members of Con-

gress today and ask them to prioritize climate legislation. 

Together, we can help shape the climate agenda in Con-

gress so that it reflects our shared vision of justice for 

God’s people and God’s planet.  

 

Volunteers needed! 
Advent begins Sunday, November 28, 

2021 and the annual Decking of the 

Halls at Grace (formerly ‘Hanging of 

the Greens’) will be upon us!  Plans are 

being discussed to ‘Deck the Halls’ in a 

different way this season.  If you are 

interested in participating, please con-

tact Carol Jones at 937-903-9418 or 

call the church office at 937-278-4731. 

Weather Closing Information 
 

With the winter weather upon us, there may 
be a situation that warrants changing the 
schedule at Grace Church.  If a decision is 

made to change or cancel services/events at 
Grace Church, notification will be given to the 
local news channels including WHIO, WDTN, 

FOX 45 and ABC 22. The church will be listed 
on the channels as: Grace United Methodist 

Church—Dayton. Stay safe! 

FILL THE CUPBOARD for Wesley Dayton 
 

November items needed: 

SPAGHETTI & SPAGHETTI SAUCE 
Thank you for your donations! 

Participate in the JOY of  
Angel Tree Christmas 

 

About 1.5 million children in America have a 
parent in prison. Will you help show them    

Jesus’ love this Christmas?  

As we deliver a gift and personal mes-
sage of love on behalf of an incarcerated     
parent  

 Family connections are strength-
ened 

 Joy and Hope are renewed 

 Doors are opened for year-round ministry 
 

Angel Tree is a nation-wide project of Prison Fellowship 
which facilitates gift-giving to children at Christmas. 
Grace has participated the past two years. This year you 
have the option of participating in either the virtual or 
traditional Angel Tree program. Grace will sponsor 35 
children through online gifting and 15 children through 
in-person gifting.  
 

If you want to sponsor a child online, contact Roberta 
Longfellow: (937) 654-6032; longfellowrob-
erta@yahoo.com. For buying and wrapping a gift to be 
given in person, look for the Angel Tree after worship 
Nov. 21 or contact Amelia Boomershine (937) 430-
4010; amelia@gotell.org. 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to all those who 

volunteered and attended the Fall 

Festival!   It was a great day at Grace 

United Methodist Church! 

JOIN US IN NOVEMBER 
FOR ALL THE FUN ON 
SUNDAY MORNINGS! 

 
9:00 BUS PICK UP 

9:30 BREAKFAST 

10:00 MUSIC 

10:30 LESSON 

 
GRACE IS FOR EVERYONE 

HAPPY  
THANKSGIVING!!! 

2021 Christmas Poinsettias         
& Mission Gifts 

 

You may purchase a poinsettia or     
donate to a mission in memory or honor 
of someone special. Order forms will be 
available beginning November 14, 
2021. The deadline for flower orders 
will be Monday, December 6, 2021. For further infor-
mation, please contact the church office at 937-278-4731. 

 

ADVENT  

2021 

 

 
Join Us  

on Sundays 

beginning  

November 28! 


